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Drapers Remarks 
8 On the Late Fol. ; | 
_ Importation, &. 


| HE Liberty of a Mint to coin Braſs or Copper 
| HAL F-PENCE among us, has entertain'd our 
Thoughts of a long Time paſt ; laſt Seſſion of 
Parliament, the whole Nation was then full. of mighty 
Expectations (from the Wiſdom and known Zeal of our 

Law-Makers) that ſomething would be done for us in 


that Affair. | 


Many ftrong Arguments, ſupported by Precedents of 
all the — Nations in Europe, have been offered, 
to ſhew how juſtly our Expectations in that Particular was 
faunded; But as we have been hitherto diſappointed, and 
the EVIL ſtill growing heavier upon us, it were to be 
with'd that ſomething were done to relieve us. The 
Cries of our Poor, nay, all Degrees of People among us, 
do now earneſtly call on thoſe at the Helm for Relief. 

I cannot here avoid taking Notice of the untimely Zeal 
of ſome Gentlemen among us, in thinking to relieve our 
Wants, by Importing large Parcels of new-coin'd Engliſh 


Half-pence, as has been done ſome Months ago, and I 


believe will be repeated over again. But I would beg 
leave to obſerve, that this is running from one Extream 
into another; for I would ask thoſe Sagacious Gentle- 

Fa 8 A 2 | men, 
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men, why we fo wary OO the Introduction of 


OO D's Half-Pence : Was it the Baſeneſs of the Coin 
we found fault with, or the terrible Apprehenſions we 
were under, to open a' Gap to a Foreign Manufacture of 
that kind, that would not be in our Power to ſtop when 
we pleaſed ? The latter, it is plain, was chiefly our Caſe, 
and what juſtly raiſed the Spirit af the whole Nation, to 
guard againſt the impending EVIL, ſuch Goods not be- 
ing like other Commodities, that we could ſhift off and 
on as we pleaſed; and muſt own, had I nof been fully 
convinced of thoſe Gentlemens Probity, I ſhould be apt 
to think, the Importation aforeſaid, honeftly calculated, 
to put us out of all Hopes, of. obtaining the Liberty of a 
Mint to Manufacture thoſe Things among our ſelves. 
T would further obſerve, that as this is a National Af- 
fair, of a nicer Nature than ſome go poſſihly apprehend, 
ought to be Teft to the Wiſdom of our Kate Ay ian, 
under whoſe Conſideration and wiſe Conduct, thoſe 
hings ought more immediately to fall, particular Per- 


ions ought not (fo far) to interfere, for ill-tim'd Zeal 


has often prov'd prejudicial ; and as we may now reafon- 
ably hope, that by a Proper and Parliamentary Applica- 
tion, we may be allowed the Liberty of Manufacturing 
| ſmall Change at Home, under ſuch Reftriftions and Re- 
gulations, as may beſt ſecure us from the many Inconve- 
niencies, that neceſſarily reſult, in having em done for 
us Abroad, à Priviledge which is not deny d to any 


Country, State, or Province in Europe, nor, I believe, in 


the whole World, . 
It has been objected by ſome Sage Gentlemen, that 
while we Import good Engi Half-Pence, we can be no 


Looſers, becauſe it is in our Power to return em back 


when we pleaſe. Thoſe Polititians, who ſee no farther into 
this Affair, (I muſt beg leave to ſay) are but ſhort-fight- 
ed: It is plain, that a Traffick of that kind cannot end 
to our Advantage; for allowing, that what we. have al- 
ready imported of that Coin be good, and poſſibly may 
continue ſo for ſome Time; yet is it not very reaſonable 
to believe, that ſome future Cargoes will, or may, be 
coin d, and calculated ſingly for our Uſe, as it is done for 
the Plantations abroad, and a conſiderable — „or 
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Draw-back allowed the Exporter, agreeable to Value. 
Are we ſure that no Mercenary Importer will take this 
Trade in hand, as all the Ports in the Kingdom, will be 
equally Open and Ready to receive this Foreign Manu- 
facture, when once they have a Precedent laid down by 
this great CAPITOL; who then will or can be a 
Judge of the Quality or Quantity: The QUANTITY, 
ſay _ what we ought chiefly to guard againſt ; for 
when once difpers'd among us, we could eaſier get rid of 
a Peſtilence, or put a Stop to the Increaſe of em, confi- 
dering the active Diſpoſition of Men now a Days in 
thoſe Affairs. 128 | | | : 
It is to be conſider'd farther, that though the want of 
ſuch ſmall Change, be a Loſs and Obſtruction to a Tra- 
ding People, yet too much of em, and BADHTON E s, 
would be another Extream, infinitely of worſe Conſe- 
quence than the other, and would prove the more unſup- 
portable if oblig'd to purchaſe them from Abroad ; no 
doubt, we ſhould by that means be ſoon eaſed of the 
little Gold and Silver we have left, Coiners at Home, as well 
as Abroad, would furniſh us with another ſort of Specie, 
more properly adapted to the Poverty of our Country. 
The manufacturing of Braſs or Copper Coin among us, 
wou'd in another Refpect be of great Advantage to this 
. Nation, as the Ore, or Material is to be found at 
lome, Fifty or Sixty Thouſand Pounds worth of which 
ſo manufactured, wou'd not only exopioy great Numbers 
of our Poor, but wou'd alſo be an Addition of ſo much 
to our Capital Stock, or running Caſh, inſtead of taking 
ſo much from us. | - 3 
Another Point I wou'd beg Leave to Remark 1s, that 
tho' it has been practis'd, to grant Patents to particular 
Perſons on thoſe Occaſions ; yet ſuch Grants, if found 
nconyenient, ought (like other Tempmrary Laws) to 
be diſcontinued, and if I wiſtake not, there precedes all 
Patents, a Writ of Inquiry, call'd quo ad Damnum, ſhew- 
ing, that ſuch was not to be granted, if found prejudicial, 
even to particulars, much leſs the Society at large. | 
Upon this honeſt Footing wou'd I we that as all 
patents are attended with conſiderable Expences to the 


Patentee, (Large Premiums) it is natural to believe, 


- that 


EE... . 
that he muſt he reimburs'd, with an &c. for himſelf, 
how much, is not eaſily calculated. Time and his own 
active Genius will ſoon ſhew him; but it is obvious, that 
ſuch Reimburſements muſt be entirely extracted out of 
the Goods or Coin Manufactur'd, conſequently deficient fo 
much in the real and intrinſick Value. But the worſt Evil 
of all is (as before obſerved) that no poſſible Aſſurance 
can be had or expected, from any private Perſon, to ſe- 
cure us from the many Inconveniencies, was but too juſt- 
ly apprehended on thoſe Occaſions. 

Therefore, I fay, cou'd we be favour'd with the Li- 
berty of Cooking thoſe Things our own Way at Home, 
and under the immediate Directions of proper Petſons to 
be appointed, it wou'd be of ſingular Advantage to poor 
Ireland, for the Reaſons aforeſaid ; and additional to this 
Favour, the Liberty of coining ſmall Silver; as T'wo- 
penny, Four-penny, and Six-penny Pieces, and no high- 

er; or ſmall Silver, with a 3 allay of Copper, that 
may remain among us, as in Holland, and other trading 
Countries abroad. All the Provinces in Fance, great and 
ſmall, have their particular Mints for that Purpoſe. But 
as Caſes ſtand with us at preſent, we are an Exception to 
all the trading Nations upon the Face of the Eartn. 

It may be a Subject of Merriment to ſome, to hear 
thoſe Things ſo often mentioned, which they look upon, 
ſo unlikely, nay, impoſſible to obtain, and that we have 
hitherto been dreaming in vain to that Purpoſe; but for 
my part, I muſt differ in Opinion with thoſe Ill-natur'd 
Gentlemen, nor can it enter into my Thoughts, but the 
want of Redreſs, in many Inconvemencies we labour un- 
der, is chiefly owing to the want of proper and timely 
Application. For what Pleaſure can it be to our Bre- 
thren in England, to ſee us labour under unſupportable 
Difhculties ? eſpecially in thoſe our little Domeſtick Con- 
cerns, that do not at all interfare with their Intereſt ; 
ſurely, the Welfare of a People, who are by Inclination . 2 
as well as Intereſt, ſo remarkably attach'd, to our pre- C 
ſent Hayyy ConstirtvTioN, cannot be thought indif- th 
ferent, to that wiſe Nation, We don't here contend for 
any Priviledges in Trade or Foreign Commerce, but 
Things, that upon the ſtricteſt Enquiry, wou'd be found 
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* wreſting from them their Trade, &. 
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| no ways prejudicial to the People of England. - I won't 


ſay how far particular Perſons may be intereſted or preju- 
diced againſt us, but that the Proſperity of Ireland, wou'd 
be the Intereſt of the Engliſb Nation in gentry No one 
Argument in Politicks, ( according to the preſent Situati- 
on of Affairs) cou'd be more ſtrongly ſupported. 

I referr to. an excellent Treatiſe on the Trade and Ma- 


nufactures of this Kingdom, wrote many Years ſince b 


Col. Richard Laurence, a worthy ingenious Englijb Gen- 
tleman, of moſt extenſive Knowledge in Trade, and the 
Affairs of Ireland in particular. He there take takes No- 
tice, that it is the undoubted Intereſt of England, that [re- 
land ſhon'd be able, not only to Support it ſelf in Peace, 
but to defend it ſelf in War, which nothing but promo- 
ting its Trade and Wealth will do. I beg Leave to 
Tranſcribe one Remark of his on that Head. = 

| | His Words are theſe. 


And what Ireland cannot do in order to it's Safety, 
England muſt ſupply, to prevent it's own Danger; for 
if ever an Enemy ſhou'd Surprize and Poſſeſs Ireland, 
c —_— the FRENCH, England muſt then maintain a 
greater ſtanding Army to ſecure themſelves, than wou'd 
< preſerve Ireland, if oc Fa in its Defence; and if 
© the FxEN H, who have already the oppofite Coaſt and 
* Harbours from Dunkirk to Breſt, ever obtain Ireland, 
they will then ſurround three Parts of four of England, 
© and a great Part of Scotland, ſo near, that in a few 
Hours, they may Invade what Part they pleaſe ; which 
< wou'd neceſſitate England, to be at the great Charge of a 
© conſiderable Fleet and ſtanding Army, and the Invader 
© with two ordinary Squadrons of Ships, one at Breſt, 
and the other at Baltimore, Bantry, or any of thoſe bold 
© weſtern Harbours. wou'd fo diſtreſs the Trade of Eng- 
© land, a Ship ſhou'd with much Difficulty paſs South- 
* ward, without a great Convoy ; and then being poſſeſs'd 
of the WO or. of Ireland, wou'd utterly ruin the 
Cloathing Trade of Eugland; and if nothing elſe can, 
«© that will convince England, when too late, that the 
* Strength of the Eugliſb Intereſt of Ireland, is the Bul- 
* wark of England, as to Foreign Invaſions, and a violent 


au 


CET. 

If the honeſt Gentleman who wrote the above, were 
now living, the Reaſons that then occurr'd to him on 
that Occaſion, wou'd at this Day appear to him in a 
much ſtronger Light, particularly reſpecting their Wool- 
len-Trade, being what he there chiefly Treats of. | 

I ſhan't at preſent enter into the Merit, how far the 
Reftraints we lye under, in that as well as other particu- 
lars, may be contrary to the Right, naturally inherent 
in all Free-born People, Chargeable with no Crime gainſt 
KINO or CovnTxy ; but this I'll venture to ſay, that 
ſome Reſtraints we labour under, are likely to prove, 
both to them and us, the Loſs of the moſt valuable 
Branch of Trade we ever were poſſeſs'd of. 

Your Linnen Trade (ſay ſome grave Politicians ) 
makes Amends for Ar , and ought to ſtop your Mouths 
to all Complaints; but I wow'd beg Leave to ſay, and 
am ſorry to think, That it is not ſo likely to prove a 
Trade of Inheritance to us (with Reſpect to Foreign 
Markets at leaſt) as ſome do fondly imagine. For let 
our Linnen-Drapers or Merchants, ( converſant in the 
Exportation of that Article, to any Part of Europe, ex- 
cept England,) give their Opinion. Alſo, if England 
ſhou'd only think proper, to take off the Duty of Ham- 
burgh, and all other Foreign Linnens, and admitt them 
Duty Free, as they do at preſent from Ireland. What 
wou'd be the Conſequence, i am affraid, and have good 
Reaſon to believe, it wou'd amount to little leſs than 


a Prohibition upon us, in that only valuable Branch of 


our Trade, as it is demonſtrable, that the Hamburghers, 
as well as other Northern Countries, do under ſell us, 
nay, intirely cut us out of that Trade, in all other Mar- 
kets in Europe, | 

+ But as this may be the Subject of another Paper, and 


Foreign to the preſent. I ſhall now conclude, wiſhing 3 


that the Lord of Hoſts may make us ſee our common 
Intereſt fo far, as join Hand in Hand, againſt France, or 
any other Nation upon Earth, that wou'd Riyal us in any 
one Branch of our Trade. 
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